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TOnya Oliver: 
Healthcare is a 
Family Tradition

In Tonya Oliver’s family, 
almost everyone has a career in 
healthcare. Her mother, sister, 
brother, aunt and cousins all 
work in the industry – so it’s 
no surprise that Oliver, who 
started March 4 as The Gardens’ 

administrator, has excelled in the same profession. 

A former nurse and social worker with a master’s degree 
in healthcare administration from Webster University, 
Oliver oversees 42 employees across seven departments. 
“I’m honored to be part of this fine facility,” she said. 
“The Gardens has a long tradition of quality care, and I 
plan to build upon that foundation with a deep-rooted 
commitment to excellence.”  

Oliver attended Orange County Public Schools before 
earning her bachelor’s in social work at Bethune-
Cookman University. She also has an associate’s degree 
in nursing from Seminole State College. Before coming 
to The Gardens, Oliver owned a business that provided 
home-based care to elderly patients. Prior to that, she was 
an administrator and assistant administrator at facilities in 
Winter Garden and Kissimmee.

“Tonya Oliver’s diverse background and confident 
leadership will benefit everyone at The Gardens,” said 

Rocky Robinson, who chairs the board of directors. “We 
like that she places a strong emphasis on staff recognition, 
training and team-building.”

Carol Ribas Fills 
Newly Created 
Position

Filling the newly created role of 
assistant administrator, Carol 
Ribas will help guide day-to-day 
operations and customer service. 
Ribas, who started June 20, most 
recently worked with critically 
ill children at PSA Healthcare in 

Orlando and has been executive director of assisted living 
facilities in Haines City and Kissimmee.   

“Carol’s experience in office management is a welcome 
addition to the leadership team at The Gardens,” board 
member John Martin said. “Her skillful management 
of our resources will enable us to grow our business, 
especially in the rehab services area.”

Ribas’ background includes work in areas such as 
nursing, supervision, rehabilitation, case management, 
admissions, and sales and marketing. “It’s been a very 
positive experience for me at The Gardens,” said Ribas, 
who graduated from Everest University with a degree in 
healthcare administration. “I love it here. Everybody’s 
very friendly, and our staff is passionate about caring for 
residents and their families.”
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the gardens welcomes new ADMINISTRATORS

S U M M E R  2 0 1 4

A new administrator and assistant administrator, both of whom have two decades of 
experience in the local healthcare industry, have joined The Gardens at DePugh.

Tonya Oliver, Administrator

Carol Ribas, Assistant Admin.



by the city of Winter Park, and 

especially by someone 

as knowledgeable  

as Mayor Bradley,” 

said Tonya Oliver, 

administrator at The 

Gardens. “Our 

facility does so many 

wonderful things 

that follow in the spirit 

of Mary Lee DePugh. As 

we continue to build on her efforts, 

we’re glad to strengthen our deep ties 

to this community.” 

new headstone 
honors founder’s 
memory

At DePugh’s resting place in Piney-

wood Cemetery, visitors can now 

read an epitaph honoring her legacy. 

Thanks to a fundraiser by employees 

and board members at The Gardens, 

her headstone was replaced in 

March and given a new inscription: 

“Mary Lee DePugh: Compassionate 

Caregiver, Passionate 

Activist, Inspired 

Community Leader. She 

made Winter Park better.”

“Through her efforts to 

promote diversity and 

improve quality of life for 

Winter Park residents, Mary Lee 

DePugh left a remarkable legacy for 

our community,” said Jane Hames, 

president of The Gardens board. 

“We are honored to celebrate her 

courageous spirit.”
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mayor proclaims 
june 9 mary lee 
depugh day

The city of Winter Park celebrated 

the legacy of Mary Lee DePugh June 

9, 2014, with Mayor Kenneth W. 

Bradley naming the day in honor 

of the woman whose compassionate 

outreach benefitted many of the city’s 

elderly residents.

DePugh began what is now known 

as The Gardens at DePugh as a 

neighborhood mission in the 1930s. 

In 1956, seven years after her death, 

it became Florida’s first state-approved 

nursing home serving the African-

American community.

“Mary Lee DePugh gave so much 

of herself to better our community,” 

Bradley said. “She organized a group 

of friends to help her minister to 

the elderly and care for Winter Park 

residents from her humble home.

“Her legacy lives on at The Gardens 

of DePugh Nursing Center,” 

he added. “We are grateful for her 

vision and positive contributions to 

Winter Park.”

After reading his proclamation June 

9 at The Gardens, Bradley met with 

several of the facility’s employees 

and residents. As Campus CEO of 

Winter Park Memorial Hospital, and 

with more than 28 years of healthcare 

experience in Central Florida, the 

mayor is an expert on providing 

quality services to those in need.

The Gardens 
Recognized with 
Business Award

During Bradley’s visit, he also 

presented The Gardens with Winter 

Park’s second-quarter business award. 

Community service, employee 

satisfaction, business viability and 

reputation were some of the criteria 

used to select recipients.

“We’re so grateful to be honored 

Thanking 
our partners 

The Gardens at DePugh is 
grateful for the generous 
support of our community, 
and we wish to thank the 
following organizations for 
their contributions and gifts:

•  The Edyth Bush Charitable 
Foundation

• Galloway Foundation

•  Winter Park Health 
Foundation

•  Martin and Gracia 
Andersen Foundation

•  Central Florida 
Community Foundation

Kyle Dudgeon and David Buchheit from Winter Park’s Economic Development Department, Winter Park 
Mayor Kenneth Bradley, The Gardens at DePugh Administrator Tonya Oliver, Board President Jane Hames, 
Board Secretary Rick Baldwin and Economic Development Director Dori Stone

New headstone in Pineywood Cemetery

CELEBRATING MARY LEE DEPUGH’S LEGACY
For eight decades, Mary Lee DePugh has been recognized for building a foundation of compassionate elderly 
care, and her contributions to the community continue to this day.

Learn how you can help  
support The Gardens!

Call Mike Roberts today at 407-644-6634 to volunteer or donate. 
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AT THE GARDENS, IT’S ALL IN THE FAMILY
Residents and Their Loved Ones Join Together for Family Night.

Once a quarter, The Gardens at DePugh holds a family 
night for residents and their loved ones. In addition to 
providing a natural setting for fellowship, the dinner 
event is a way for families to connect with outside experts 
while learning more about the many resources offered at 
The Gardens.

On June 26, Dr. Evers Robinson of Cotler Health 
Care and Development spoke on “Caring for Your 
Loved One.” He and Tammy Chandler, The Gardens’ 
director of social services and admissions, addressed 
topics like how extra support and good counseling are 
vital to everyone’s well-being. Chandler is in charge of 
coordinating social services and other resources for the 
facility’s residents.    

Administrator Tonya Oliver said she speaks to many 
people who have questions about placing a family 
member in a skilled nursing facility. Events like family 
night help provide answers while making the transition 
process a little more comfortable.

“That’s why we place such an emphasis on relationships,” 
Oliver said. “Family nights not only help with that 
initial adjustment period, they also serve as an ongoing 
resource for those who have been part of The Gardens 
for many years.”

Pamela Mahoney, a critical care nurse for 32 years, agrees.

“The family night is very welcoming,” said Mahoney, 
whose mother, Katheryn Johnson, became a resident 
in May. “You feel like you are with extended family. 
Everyone’s there to celebrate, learn more and feel 
comforted. I highly recommend attending.”

The next family night is scheduled for September; the 
date, time and theme will be announced soon.

The Only Skilled Nursing Facility in 32789
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Resident Marietta Clark with daughter, Winter Park City Commissioner 
Sarah Sprinkel

James and Deborah Hoffman with their mother, resident Nancy Mosgo Resident Vera Lawrence with granddaughter, Kayon Logan


